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The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  was  created  by  Act  of  Legis- 
lature which  became  a law  April  30,  1913,  under  chapter  415  of  the  Laws  of 
1913- 


MEMBERS 

Mr.  M.  C.  Migel,  Chairman.  New  York  City Term  expires  June  21, 1926. 

Miss  Mary  V.  Hun,  Vice-Chairman,  Albany Term  expires  June  21, 1924. 

Commissioner  C'.  Schuyler  Davis.  Rochester Term  expires  June  21,  1922. 

Commissioner  Charles  J.  Himmelsbach,  Buffalo...  Term  expires  June  21,  1923. 
Commissioner  William  M.  Mehl,  M.  D.,  Buffalo..  Term  expires  June  21,  1925. 

CHANGES  IN  MEMBERSHIP  OF  COMMISSION 

Mr.  C.  Schuyler  Davis,  who  has  been  a member  of  the  Commission  since 
1918,  resigned  at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  in  June,  1922. 


ADVISORY  COUNCIL  OF  PHYSICIANS 


Ellice  M.  Alger,  M.  D. 

Conrad  Berens,  Jr.,  M.  D Clinical  Surgeon  and  Attending  Oph- 

thalmologist, Eye  Clinic,  Sing  Sing 
Prison. 

Colman  W.  Cutler,  M.  D Consulting  Ophthalmologist,  Eye 

Clinic,  Sing  Sing  Prison. 

Alexander  Duane,  M.  D. 

D.  F.  Gillette,  M.  D Clinical  Surgeon  for  Syracuse  terri-  . 

tory. 

Bernard  Sachs,  M.  D. 

H.  Robertson  Skeel.  M.  D Clinical  Surgeon  and  Attending  Oph- 

thalmologist, Eye  Clinic,  Sing  Sing 
Prison. 

John  E.  Weeks,  M.  D. 

Walter  Baer  Weidler,  M.  D Acting  Clinical  Surgeon  and  Attend- 

ing Ophthalmologist,  Eye  Clinic, 
Sing  Sing  Prison. 

H.  W.  Wooton,  M.  D. 

GENERAL  STAFF 


Grace  S.  Harper,  Secretary 

Mary  J.  Johnsen,  Clerk 

Fred  Korb,  Accountant  and  Statistician 

Ernestine  French,  Employment  Agent  . . 

Sarah  A.  Clendinning,  R.  N.,  Nurse 
Anna  M.  Gebhardt,  R.  N.,  Nurse 
Mrs.  Ava  D.  Calkins,  R,  N.,  Nurse 
*Nora  E.  Gillette,  Dictaphone  Operator 

Helen  Malone,  Filing  Clerk  

Mae  A.  Pritchett,  Filing  Clerk  

Della  Price,  Stenographer  

Dorothy  Tashman,  Stenographer  

Gertrude  Goodman,  Stenographer 

Celia  Cherry,  Stenographer  

Frances  B.  Tracy,  Designer  and  Buyer  . . . 


Appointed  August  1,  1921. 
Resigned  February  5,  1922. 


Resigned  September  24,  1921. 
Appointed  September  26,  1921. 
Resigned  January  16,  1922. 
Appointed  January  18,  1922. 
Resigned  March  1,  1922. 
Appointed  March  8,  1922. 
Resigned  April  8,  1922. 
Appointed  April  10,  1922. 
Resigned  April  1,  1922. 


* Blind  or  partially  blind  workers. 
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Emily  C.  Smith,  Employment  and  Organizing 
Agent 

Edith  H.  Burt,,  Field  Agent  

Janies  H.  Cowley,  Field  Agent 

Alice  K.  Brice,  Assistant  to  Designer  and 

Buyer  ( Temp. ) 

Ethel  M.  Lynch,  Registrar  

Mrs.  Katherine  Sheridan,  Registrar  

Arthur  M.  Male,  Superintendent  of  Men’s  In- 
dustries   


Resigned  April  15,  1922. 


Resigned  November  30,  1921. 
Resigned  May  15,  1922. 
Appointed  June  16,  1922. 

Resigned  April  30,  1922. 


HOME  TEACHING  STAFF,  ASSIGNED  TO  FIELD  WORK  THROUGHOUT 

THE  STATE 


“Anna  Abrams  

“Thekla  C.  Beck  

“Anne  Connelly  

“Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Cowley  (nee  Schoeffel) 

“Ida  F.  Cutbill  

“Nellie  G.  Henry 

* Bern  ice  Kemp  

“Mrs.  Mary  P.  Keating  

“Josephine  Piechocinski  

“Hazel  B.  Rogers  

“Effie  M.  Struthers  

* Jennie  R.  Wilkins  ...• 

■“Theresa  L.  Wood  


Appointed  June,  1922. 
Appointed  February,  1914. 
Resigned  March,  1922. 
Resigned  April,  1922. 
Appointed  July,  1920. 
Appointed  October,  1914. 
Appointed  April,  1922. 
Resigned  April,  1922. 
Appointed  March,  1921. 
Appointed  October,  1921. 
Appointed  July,  1920. 
Appointed  October.  1914. 
Resigned  July,  1921. 


CENTRAL  OFFICE 

Headquarters  for  the  Commission  are  located  at  No.  6 East  36tli  Street, 
New  York  City.  Telephone,  Vanderbilt,  8471.  Applications  may  be  made  to 
the  Secretary  for  assistance  on  behalf  of  blind  persons  living  in  any  part  of 
New  York  State. 


Blind  or  partially  blind  workers. 


TENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  His  Excellency,  and  the  Honorable  Members  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York  : 

Gentlemen. — The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 
presents  the  following  report  covering  its  activities  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1922. 


Legislation 

N ewsstands  — Federal  Buildings 

The  Commission  announces  with  regret  that  it  was  unable  to  pro- 
cure Federal  legislation  granting  blind  persons  the  right  to  conduct 
newsstands  in  Federal  post  offices.  In  July,  a bill  to  obtain  this 
privilege  was  introduced  in  the  House  by  Representative  Peter  G. 
Ten  Eyck,  and  in  the  Senate  by  Senator  James  W.  Wadsworth.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  additional  legislation  may  be  procured  in  the 
future. 


Relief  Bill 

The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  procured  addi- 
tional important  legislation  during  the  year  1922.  This  legislation 
is  known  as  the  Relief  Bill,  and  was  signed  by  Gov.  Nathan  L. 
Miller. 

In  brief,  this  Act  is  supplementary  to  and  necessary  for  the  work 
of  the  Commission.  It  is  to  secure  employment  for  the  blind  and 
is  a measure  designed  to  prevent  the  old  and  infirm  and  those  who 
are  capable  of  serious  industrial  occupation  from  becoming  county 
charges. 

Three  hundred  dollars  was  fixed  as  the  maximum  allowance  per 
year  for  these  reasons : experience  has  shown  that  a blind  person 
can  be  trained  to  earn  at  least  $1.00  per  day  for  six  days  a week, 
if  he  or  she,  as  the  case  may  be,  can  be  seriously  considered  as  a 
worker,  so  as  to  earn,  say  $300.00  per  year.  Experience  has  also 
shown  that  it  costs  a blind  person  from  $12.00  to  $15.00  per  week 
to  live  properly  in  the  larger  cities,  say  $780.00  per  year.  Guide 
service  must  be  paid  for  in  many  cases.  So  that  our  lowest  wage 
earners  when  working  under  most  unfavorable  circumstances  may 
require  $300.00  assistance  per  year. 

On  investigating  what  it  costs  the  almshouses  and  similar  insti- 
tutions per  inmate  per  year,  we  find  that  the  average  is  about 
$300.00  leaving  out  of  consideration  plant  investment.  Massachu- 
setts, which  for  the  past  year  has  had  in  operation  a measure  for 
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relieving  the  blind  somewhat  along  the  lines  of  our  plan,  has  fixed 
the  maximum  at  $300.00. 

This  Act,  therefore,  establishes  co-operation  between  the  State 
and  counties  in  this  mixed  matter  of  education  and  relief  so  that  the 
educational  part,  and  what  is  attached  to  it,  falls  on  the  State,  as 
before,  and  the  counties  provide  such  relief  as  may  be  required 
when  the  facts  are  known.  What  will  be  required  depends  on  the 
earning  ability  of  the  blind  person,  his  private  resources,  the  cost 
of  living  where  he  lives,  etc. 

Relief  is  to  be  granted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  only  to 
those  of  the  blind  who  are  without  means  of  support  and  are  incapa- 
ble of  self-support.  Those  capable  of  only  partial  self-support  may 
be  granted  an  allowance  on  condition  that  they  earn  what  they  are 
capable  of  earning  when  placed  through  the  efforts  of  the  Com- 
mission in  occupations  for  the  blind  (Section  12,  subdivision  2). 
It  is  contemplated  that  those  applicants  for  relief  capable  of  earn- 
ing a substantial  part  of  their  support  will  be  required  to  do  so.  All 
allowances  granted  are  detei’mined  by  the  difference  between  what 
the  supervisors  deem  to  be  necessary  for  the  applicant’s  support 
and  what  he  is  able  to  contribute  (Section  5,  subdivision  a). 


LOCAL  ASSOCIATIONS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

Name  of  Organization  Headquarters  Territory  covered 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind.  Ill  E.  59th  street,  New  New  York  county. 

York  City.  Bronx  county. 

Richmond  county. 
Queens  county. 

Queensboro  Workers  for  and  With  624  114th  street,  Rich-  Queens  county. 

the  Blind.  mond  Hill,  N.  Y. 

New  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  735  West  End  avenue, 

Blind.  New  York  City. 

Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities  Head-  Marie  Bloede  Memorial, 
quarters  for  the  Blind.  289  Schermerhorn 

street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Exchange  and  Training  School  for  104  Livingston  street,  Kings  county, 
the  Blind.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 512-524  Gates  avenue,  Kings  county. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Yonkers  Association  for  the  Blind. . Woman’s  Institute,  38  Westchester  county. 

Palisade  avenue.  Yon-  Putnam  county, 
kers.  N.  Y. 

Albany  Association  of  the  Blind. . . 105  Lancaster  street,  Greene  county. 

Albany,  N.  Y.  Schoharie  county. 

Albany  county. 
Rensselaer  county. 
Schenectady  county. 

Tri-County  Association  of  the  59  Ridge  street.  Health  Saratoga  county. 
Blind,  Inc.  Center,  Glens  Falls  Washington  county. 

N.  Y.  Warren  county. 

Northern  New  York  Association  for  148  Court  street.  Water-  St.  Lawrence  county, 
the  Blind.  town,  N.  Y.  Jefferson  county. 

Lewis  county. 

Syracuse  Association  of  Workers  for  505  Catherine  street,  Syra-  Onondaga  county, 
the  Blind.  cuse,  N.  Y. 
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Headquarters  Territory  covered 

230  Lake  street.  Elmira,  Tioga  county. 

N.  Y.  Chemung  county. 

Schuyler  county. 
Tompkins  county. 
Steuben  county. 

206  Andrew  street,  Wayne  county. 
Rochester.  N.  Y.  Livingston  county. 

Monroe  county. 
Orleans  county. 

4S9  Ellicott  street,  Buffalo.  Erie  county. 

N.  Y. 

418  E.  6th  street,  James-  Cattaraugus  county, 
town,  N.  Y.  Chautauqua  county. 

Allegany  county. 

Geneva,  N.  Y Ontario  county. 

Seneca  county. 
Cayuga  county. 

Yates  county. 

Counties  organized  by  Herkimer  county, 
committees.  Otsego  county. 

Madison  county. 
Oneida  county. 

The  following  associations  were  formed  by  Commission  Agents 
during  the  fiscal  year  1921-1922 : 

, The  Southwestern  Tier  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Southern  Tier  Association  for  the  Blind. 

The  Finger  Lakes  Association  for  the  Blind. 

Organization  under  way  in  Fulton,  Montgomery  and  Hamilton 
counties. 

The  mountainous  districts  and  southeastern  portion  of  this  State 
remain  to  be  organized.  Committees,  rather  than  associations,  will 
function  in  the  sparsely  settled  districts. 


Name  of  Organization 
Southern  Tier  Association  for  the 
Blind. 


Rochester  Association  of  Workers 
for  the  Blind. 


Buffalo  Association  for  the  Blind. . . 

Southwestern  Tier  Association  for 
the  Blind. 

Finger  Lakes  Association  for  the 
Blind. 


Home  Teaching 

The  blind  home  teacher  is  the  medium  through  which  the  Com- 
mission co-operates  with  the  organizations  for  the  blind  and  the 
individual  blind  of  the  State.  Their  work  requires  courage,  tact 
and  intelligence.  In  organized  territory  they  work  under  the 
supervision  of  the  local  organization.  In  unorganized  territory 
they  report  the  needs  of  the  individual  blind  to  the  Commission. 

The  following  summary  inadequately  represents  their  work  for 


the  blind  adult  and  child  :* 

Total  number  of  calls  made 4,985 

Number  of  lessons  given  in  reading  and  writing  (Braille) . 1,418 

Number  of  industrial  lessons  given 917 

Number  of  children  referred  to  school,  37 ; number 
admitted 15 


* Summary  Home  Teaching.  This  represents  the  work  of  four  home 
teachers  on  full  time  and  the  work  of  eight  home  teachers,  who,  because  of 
resignations  or  iate  appointments,  did  not  complete  the  full  year. 
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Number  of  persons  referred  to  libraries  for  the  blind. ...  90 

Medical  examinations  arranged  for* 172 

Number  referred  to  Relief  Agencies 18 


NARRATIVE  REPORT 

The  following  are  excerpts  taken  at  random  from  the  blind 
teachers’  reports: 

Old  Age  Alleviated 

“One,  an  old  lady  over  eighty-two  years  of  age,  who  lost  her 
sight  about  a year  ago,  has  learned  to  read  and  is  taking  great 
comfort  with  it.  She  deplored  greatly  the  fact  that  she  could  no 
longer  correspond  with  her  friends.  We  got  her  interested  in  writ- 
ing script.  Since  then,  she  writes  to  all  of  her  friends,  who  are 
delighted  to  hear  from  her.  The  old  lady  is  most  happy  now  with 
her  reading  and  writing  and  so  also  is  the  family.  Not  long  ago 
several  members  of  the  family  told  us  that  the  old  lady  no  longer 
mentions  the  fact  that  she  is  blind.  She  no  longer  deplores  any- 
thing; she  is  just  happy.  This  old  lady  is  a reader  of  the  State 
Library  for  the  Blind,  Albany.’’ 

“Another,  an  old  man  of  eighty-one,  who  had  always  lived  a very 
active  life,  made  himself  and  his  family  most  miserable  and 
unhappy  because  of  his  enforced  idleness.  We  persuaded  him  to 
learn  to  read.  This  man  is  happy  now  and  so  also  is  the  family. 
This  man,  too,  is  a borrower  from  the  Albany  Librarv  for  the 
Blind.” 

Young  People  Cared  For 

“A  lad  of  13  has  been  going  to  the  public  school  passing  into  a 
new  grade  each  year.  He  sees  only  enough  to  read  coarse  print. 
His  parents  have  helped  him  at  home  from  the  time  he  started  in 
school  and  with  listening  to  the  recitations  at  school  he  has  been 
able  to  pass  from  year  to  year  so  that  now  he  is  ready  to  go  into  the 
seventh  grade  in  the  fall,  that  is,  if  he  doesn’t  go  to  the  Batavia 
school.  A year  or  so  ago  his  father  bought  him  a typewriter  which 
his  mother,  with  the  aid  of  the  instruction  book,  has  taught  him  to 
use,  using  the  touch  system.  He  is  the  only  child  so  his  parents 
have  feared  that  with  his  poor  vision  he  might  not  remain  natural, 
so  this  summer  they  have  hired  a young  man  to  come  each  day  and 
take  him  in  swimming  and  play  all  sorts  of  games  with  him  and 
dictate  stories  to  him  so  that  he  may  acquire  speed  on  his  type- 
writer. He  belongs  to  the  boy  scouts  and  the  scout-master  lias  been 
asked  to  let  him  do  just  as  the  other  scouts  do.  His  parents  have  a 
way  of  getting  him  to  do  just  what  they  want  him  to  do  without 

- This  often  necessitates  arranging  for  transportation  to  the  nearest  city 
where  a competent  oculist  can  lie  found.  The  teacher  must  often  obtain 
financial  assistance  from  the  public  authorities  for  carfare,  treatment, 
glasses,  etc. 
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his  knowing  it.  They  want  him  to  go  to  Batavia,  but  they  want  him 
to  be  willing  to  go  without  their  insisting  on  it.  The  lad’s  parents 
are  doing  more  for  him  than  most  parents  do  for  a child  who  hasn’t 
perfect  vision.  The  father  was  asked  once  by  a friend  why  he 
didn’t  buy  an  automobile,  and  he  replied  that  his  boy  was  his  auto- 
mobile and  consequently  he  couldn’t  buy  an  automobile  and  send 
the  boy  to  college  too.  ’ ’ 

Prevention  Work 

‘ ‘ Before  losing  her  sight,  Mrs.  K had  been  a practical  nurse. 

Some  years  before  I met  her,  she  had  had  a cataract  removed  from 
one  eye  which  was  an  unsuccessful  operation,  and  consequently  she 
had  not  seen  with  that  eye  for  some  years.  When  I found  Mrs. 

K ■,  her  other  eye  was  nearly  covered  by  a cataract  and  she  was 

very  despondent,  telling  me  that  if  she  had  to  be  forever  without 
sight,  she  felt  that  she  would  lose  her  mind.  Realizing  her  nervous 
condition,  I advised  her  to  go  with  me  to  see  the  doctor,  which  she 
did.  The  doctor  told  her  if  she  were  his  own  mother,  he  would 
advise  an  operation.  This  encouraged  her  greatly  and  she  took 
the  risk,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  her  relatives  were  very  skeptical 

about  the  result.  The  doctor  operated  on  Mrs.  K ’s  eyes,  giving 

her  fine  vision.  I could  not  help  noticing  the  difference  in  her  when 
I called  just  before  the  operation  and  again  after  the  operation. 
Before  the  operation,  we  waited  and  waited  to  be  let  in,  and  finally 
we  heard  her  trying  to  locate  the  door  knob,  and  when  we  stepped 
inside  the  door,  she  did  not  recognize  either  of  us.  After  the  opera- 
tion, she  knew  us  at  once,  and  she  skipped  around  the  house  so 
quickly,  that  one  would  not  have  taken  her  for  the  same  person. 
She  is  the  happiest  person  you  can  imagine,  and  expects  to  take 
up  her  nursing  again  in  September.  She  is  so  pleased  to  be  able  to 
read  once  more.” 

“Miss  A wrote  to  the  Association  of  the  Blind  last  October 

asking  for  advice  as  to  where  to  take  her  mother  for  eye  treatment, 
stating  that  her  mother  was  losing  her  sight  and  she  was  very  much 
discouraged  and  worried  about  it.  I visited  the  mother  at  once  and 
advised  the  daughter  to  bring  her  mother  to  have  her  eyes  exam- 
ined at  the  City  Hospital  Clinic  as  the  family  were  not  in  circum- 
stances to  pay  for  office  treatment.  The  doctor  said  that  the  mother 
had  glaucoma  and  would  need  to  be  operated  on  at  once  to  save 
what  sight  she  still  had.  We  arranged  for  her  to  go  to  the  hospital 
the  following  day  for  the  operation,  which  proved  to  be  successful. 
The  patient  has  fairly  good  sight  now  and  is  in  much  better  health 
being  relieved  of  the  great  strain  and  fear  that  she  would  be  totally 
blind.  ’ ’ 

Industrial  Assistance 

“Mr  L was  hurt  in  the  machinery  of  the  Locomotive  Works, 

destroying  the  sight  of  both  eyes.  He  received  compensation  for 
his  injuries,  but  his  life  was  very  lonely.  His  health  was  fine,  and 
he  had  a great  deal  of  surplus  energy.  The  only  thing  I could 
offer  him  by  way  of  diversion  was  chair  caning.  This  he  gladly 


10 


accepted,  and  learned  to  do  very  creditable  work.  He  demonstrated 
for  ns  at  our  sale  and  the  people  were  much  interested  in  him.  One 
of  the  supervisors  came  over  to  the  sale  and  told  us  not  to  worry 
about  our  appropriation  for  next  year.  The  work  we  were  doing 
spoke  for  itself.” 

“ The  blind  friend  I refer  to  is  about  thirty-five,  is  losing  her 
sight  gradually  and  expects  that  she  will  soon  be  totally  blind.  She 
has  never  used  a machine  for  sewing  much,  previous  to  this  time. 
The  only  work  she  interested  herself  in  was  embroidery.  Now  that 
she  is  losing  her  sight  and  can  no  longer  work,  she  is  more  than 
anxious  to  secure  some  other  means  of  helping  toward  her  self- 
support.  Although  giving  instruction  on  the  sewing  machine 
incurs  considerable  expense,  the  Commission  has  nevertheless  con- 
sented having  a Home  Teacher  give  her  intensive  training  along 
this  line.  The  pupil  has  never  used  a sewing  machine  and  con- 
sidering this  handicap,  she  has  grasped  the  idea  very  readily.” 


Placement 

There  is  no  report  for  this  department.  Miss  Ernestine  French 
became  the  Placement  Agent  August  1,  1921.  Her  initial  work 
demonstrates  the  value  of  this  position.  She  placed  several  blind 
men  in  box  factories  at  wages  from  $10.00  to  $15.00  weekly.  The 
work  was  sciving,  bending,  jogging  and  tying.  She  obtained  out- 
side factory  work  for  blind  women.  Unfortunately,  illness  almost 
immediately  interfered  with  her  duties.  She  was  obliged  to  ask 
for  leave  of  absence  and  later  resigned. 


Designing  and  Selling 

Miss  Frances  B.  Tracy  occupied  the  position  of  Designer,  and  to 
a large  extent,  took  over  the  selling  duties  of  the  Commission.  This 
involved  making  designs  for  associations  and  individual  blind 
workers  and  the  issuance  of  a model  rug  book. 


Sales  Department 

During  the  summer  months  the  New  York  State  Commission  for 
the  Blind  operated  and  conducted  a store  at  Water  Mill,  Long 
Island. 

The  following  table  shows  the  associations  contributing  and  the 
amount  sold : 

The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  (for 


individual  blind  workers) $1,551  47 

The  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities 350  05 

The  Buffalo  Association  for  the  Blind 387  20 

The  Albany  Association  of  the  Blind 56  85 

The  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 133  00 

The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 21  45 
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The  Brooklyn  Exchange  and  Training  School  for  the 


$38  10 

The  Tri-County  Association  for  the  Blind 68  45 

The  Yonkers  Training  Center  for  the  Blind 154  45 

The  Nassau  Industrial  Shop 34  24 

Independent  blind  hearth  broom  manufacturer 406  50 

Independent  blind  rug  weaver Ill  50 

Independent  blind  basket  worker 13  00 


Total  $3,326  26 

Other  miscellaneous  sales  retail 1,752  95 


Grand  total $5,079  21 


Field  Agent’s  Report 

The  report  of  Mr.  James  Cowley,  Field  Agent,  follows : 


Investigations  24 

Instruction  in  broom  making 4 

Instruction  in  rug  weaving 4 

Instruction  in  chair  caning 2 

Children  referred  and  admitted  to  Batavia  School 3 

Miscellaneous  activities  (difficult  of  classification) 8 

Placements,  stores  and  newsstands 10 

With  one  newsstand  case  carried  from  previous  year.  1 
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The  newsstand  cases  mentioned  above  are  most  important.  Of 
the  eleven  cases  nine  men  have  been  successful.  Two  failed  — one 
man  because  of  defects  of  character,  the  second  man  because  he 
was  a non-resident  of  the  city  and  could  not  arouse  public  interest. 
Successful  newsdealing  requires  a good  location,  if  possible  a com- 
fortable stand,  a public  educated  to  the  value  of  extending  this 
trade  privilege  to  the  blind  — a blind  man  trained  by  the  Field 
Agent  to  make  change,  locate  his  stock  and  to  cheerfully  serve  the 
public.  As  the  newsstand  work  advances  demonstrating  its  value, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  more  and  more  readily  co-operate 
and  make  room  in  their  community  for  the  blind  brother.  As  the 
year  closes,  the  Field  Agent  is  recommending  four  new  men  for 
these  positions ; which  means  that  four  additional  cases  are  await- 
ing adjustment  along  this  line. 


Newsstands  for  tiie  Blind 

As  newsdealing  has  been  found  to  be  so  exceedingly  lucrative  a 
business  for  the  blind  and  has  formed  a very  successful  part  of  the 
year’s  work,  there  is  given  below  a table  showing  the  number  of 
blind  newsdealers  and  the  cities  in  which  they  are  located. 
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Newsstands 

Albany  2 

Ilion  1 

Utica  . , 3 

Canastota  1 

Rochester  3 

Auburn  1 

Yonkers  2 

New  York  City 150  men,  also  a few  women. 


News  Racks 

Albany  1 

Syracuse  2 

Watertown  2 

Elmira  1 


Stores 

(Including  groceries,  confectionery,  pianos,  cigars,  also  bowling 
alleys  and  billiard  rooms.) 

Oswego  1 

Elmira  2 

Bishopville  1 

Cortland  1 

Rochester  1 

Watertown  1 

Cazenovia  2 

Utica  1 

Glens  Falls 1 

Middletown  1 

Tonawanda  1 

Jamestown  1 

Buffalo  1 

Onondaga  Reservation 1 


During  the  past  year  the  Commission  has  been  erecting  a new 
type  of  stand  especially  designed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
blind,  and  to  do  away  with  the  objections  of  the  past  regarding 
unsightly  newsstand  constructions. 

The  following  extracts  taken  from  the  Field  Agent’s  reports, 
indicate  the  value  and  success  of  this  trade : 

From  Field  Agent ’s  Report 


her,  1921,  but  in  November  was  transferred  to  the  model  stand  at 
the  corner.  During  the  past  summer  he  has  averaged  $15.00  per 
week.  He  does  not  keep  open  nights  after  six  and  on  Sunday  he 
does  not  open  at  all.” 
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“Mr.  B was  started  in  a model  newsstand  September,  1921, 

on  State  land  at  the  Erie  Canal  Bridge.  Mr.  B — - — is  crippled  as 
well  as  blind,  and  when  found  in  November,  1920,  he  was  very  dis- 
couraged, but  today  he  is  happy  and  contented  making  his  own 
way.  His  weekly  profits  never  run  below  $10.00  and  his  best  week 
to  date,  $21.00.” 

“Mr.  C was  started  in  a stand  at  the  Shoe  Factory,  March, 

1922.  The  last  time  I visited  Mr.  C he  informed  me  that  his 

receipts  for  the  previous  week  amounted  to  $109.00  and  after  pay- 
ing his  helper  $6.00  he  cleared  better  than  $25.00  for  himself.  He 
had  a loan  of  $75.00  from  the  Associated  Charities  which  he  was 
paying  back.” 

Case  Handled  by  Field  Agent  and  Home  Teacher 

“ I also  wish  to  point  out  Mr.  D who  is  now  located  in  the 

news  business  in  Schenectady.  I established  Mr.  D in  the 

month  of  May  and  the  very  first  week  he  was  able  to  wholly  sus- 
tain himself  from  the  receipts  of  the  business,  after  paying  all  over- 
head expense.  Mr.  D deals  in  newspapers,  magazines,  candies, 

tobaccos,  cigars,  etc.  He  has  a good  location  on  Erie  Boulevard, 
and  practically  all  of  the  G.  E.  employees  pass  him  to  and  from 
work.  ’ ’ 

“A  Message  to  the  Sightless” 

The  publication  of  the  “Message  to  the  Sightless”  has  been  con- 
tinued throughout  the  fiscal  year,  one  quarterly  issue  having  been 
devoted  solely  to  the  subject  of  newsstands  as  operated  by  blind 
men  in  the  State. 


Prevention  of  Blindness 

The  work  of  the  Commission  in  the  Prevention  of  Blindness 
naturally  divides  itself  into  two  kinds:  first,  direct  service;  second, 
educational  work. 

These  two  lines  are  not  always  distinct;  for  example,  the  Com- 
mission has  assigned  one  of  its  agents  in  prevention  to  the  eye 
clinic  at  Sing  Sing  prison  with  the  idea  that  the  prison  authorities 
will  ultimately  provide  this  service.  This  actual  case  work  is  being 
carried  on  as  an  education  demonstrative  of  what  should  constitute 
one  of  the  regular  prison  welfare  activities. 

The  eye  clinic  at  Sing  Sing  Prison  was  established  by  the  Commis- 
sion in  1916,  the  Commission  providing  nursing  service.  Dr.  II.  R. 
Skeel  visits  the  prison  about  three  times  a month.  Two  hundred 
and  ninety-seven  patients  were  examined  last  year  and  6 opera- 
tions performed.  These  patients  represented  in  most  cases  men 
transferred  from  other  prisons  for  examination  and  those  referred 
by  the  attending  prison  physician.  The  routine  eye  examinations 
formerly  done  by  Dr.  Skeel  are  now  being  done  by  the  assistant 
prison  physician  and  only  those  cases  which  in  his  judgment  need 
further  examination,  are  held  for  Dr.  Skeel.  In  this  way,  the  clinic 
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attendance  is  much  smaller  and  more  time  can  be  given  to  the  indi- 
vidual and  also  more  help  can  be  given  to  the  assistant  physician  in 
refracting  these  men.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note  that  six  men 
who  were  discharged  from  prison  during  the  year  have  been  kept 
track  of  and  are  at  present  under  treatment  at  local  eye  clinics. 

At  the  request  of  the  prison  authorities  Dr.  Skeel  accompanied 
by  Dr.  Kessoff  of  Sing  Sing  Prison,  recently  visited  several  other 
State  Prisons  to  examine  the  men  with  serious  eye  defects. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  with  the  proper  authorities  to  have 
these  cases  transferred  to  Sing  Sing  for  further  observation  and 
treatment. 

In  the  field  of  direct  service  there  have  been,  among  other  activi- 
ties, the  following : 

The  Commission  has,  as  far  as  its  personnel  would  permit, 
assigned  its  workers  to  various  special  hospitals,  including  the  Man- 
hattan Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  New  York,  and  the  Brooklyn  Eye 
and  Ear  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  the  special  eye  clinic  in 
Syracuse. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistical  report  that  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  eye  cases  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission 
nurses,  are  referred  to  these  special  eye  clinics  — a splendid  field 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness. 

The  results  from  the  Commission’s  efforts  in  follow-up  work  are 
gratifying.  In  this  connection,  we  quote  from  a report  on  the 
“Systematic  Follow-up  in  Eye  Clinics”  published  jn  the  “Modern 
Hospital,”  October,  1922: 

“The  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  has  done  some 
pioneer  work  in  New  York  City  along  these  lines  through  two 
follow-up  workers,  one  in  the  Manhattan  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hos- 
pital, and  one  in  the  Brooklyn  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital.  Obviously 
it  is  not  possible  for  two  individuals  to  handle  the  follow-up  work 
that  should  be  done  in  institutions  of  this  kind  and  in  neither  insti- 
tution has  a systematic  follow-up  of  all  cases  needing  continual  care 
been  installed.  However,  recognition  should  be  givenffo  the  splen- 
did effort  which  this  organiaztion  has  made.” 

The  Commission  has  also  referred  to  it  from  time  to  time  indi- 
vidual cases  in  any  part  of  the  State.  The  Commission  then 
endeavors  to  get  in  direct  touch  with  the  person  so  referred, 
although  this  must  sometimes  be  done  by  correspondence,  in  co- 
operation with  the  proper  medical  authorities  in  the  territory  where 
the  afflicted  person  may  reside.  For  this  service  the  home  teachers 
and  other  agents  of  the  Commission  are  sometimes  called  upon  for 
special  work ; or  the  special  workers  in  the  field  for  prevention  may 
go  to  the  locality  for  special  service. 

A few  typical  cases  referred  for  advice  will  illustrate : 

(a)  A school  principal  out  of  the  city  writes : “Will  you  kindly 
advise  in  the  following  case : A girl  of  10  years  is  losing  her  eye 
sight.  Saturday  I took  her  to  an  eye  specialist.  He  said  that  an 


15 


operation  was  the  only  thing  that  would  save  the  child’s  sight.  Her 
mother  is  unable  to  afford  an  operation.  Can  the  State  pay?”  The 
Commission  nurse  in  that  district  was  assigned  to  the  ease  with  the 
result  that  the  child  was  admitted  to  a nearby  city  hospital  — the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  paying  the  hospital  expenses. 

(b)  .Newspaper  clippings  showing  serious  loss  of  vision  and 
injuries  to  the  eyes  are  when  possible,  followed  up  through  corre- 
spondence. In  one  instance  where  a child  had  been  reported  as 
receiving  an  injury  to  his  eye,  the  attending  physician  was  com- 
municated with  and  he  reported  that  the  eye  was  in  bad  condition, 
but  that  the  child  had  not  returned  to  him  since  the  injury  a week 
previous,  perhaps  because  of  the  distance  the  family  had  to  travel. 
The  American  Red  Cross  District  Nurse  in  this  community  was 
written  to  and  proper  treatment  was  continued  for  this  child  which 
resulted  in  saving  his  sight. 

(c)  A child  aged  12  practically  blind  since  two  years  of  age,  was 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Commission.  This  little  boy  was 
suffering  from  congenital  cataracts  and  apparently  the  parents 
were  not  willing  to  have  the  necessary  operation.  After  consider- 
able persuasion,  this  was  finally  accomplished  and  two  operations 
have  been  performed  with  the  result  that  this  child  has,  with  the 
aid  of  glasses,  normal  vision  and  will  not  have  to  be  educated  as  a 
blind  child. 

It  is  not  the  idea  of  the  Commission  to  add  materially  to  its 
number  of  professional  workers  in  the  field  of  prevention,  but 
rather  through  demonstrations  to  stimulate  institutions,  munici- 
palities and  private  associations  to  do  this  work  for  the  particular 
locality  where  they  may  be  active. 

Close  co-operation  has  been  established  with  the  State  Depart- 
ments of  Health,  of  Education  and  with  the  Public  Health  Service. 
The  Public  Health  Service  of  Albany  has  been  most  co-operative  in 
assigning  investigators  to  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  referred 
by  the  Commission.  Where  it  is  possible  to  use  workers  already  in 
the  field,  investigations  are  made  more  effective. 

Excerpt  From  A Letter  Written  to  Commission  Nurse 

“Mr.  G (the  writer’s  husband)  feels  that  we  owe  you  a 

letter,  he  has  been  at  me  for  a long  time  to  write,  but  I haven’t 
seemed  to  get  at  it.  He  wants  to  let  you  know  what  success  be  had 
with  his  eyes.  He  went  to  the  hospital  on  the  11th  of  April,  was 
under  the  doctor’s  care  for  three  weeks,  had  wonderful  good  luck, 
and  was  a success.  He  has  two  pairs  of  glasses,  can  look  off  on  the 
mountains  and  can  read.  He  was  like  a child  when  he  first  got  his 
glasses,  looking  around  and  seeing  faces  he  had  not.  seen  in  a good 
while.  He  has  worked  hard  ail  summer  and  fall,  but  is  feeling  fine 
and  looking  good.  He  often  speaks  of  you  and  how  good  you 
were,  and  has  always  been  glad  he  listened  to  you  and  went  and  had 
his  eyes  looked  after.” 
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STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  FROM  JULY  1st, 
1921  TO  JUNE  30,  1922 

CHAPTER  176,  LAWS  OF  1921  — PART  I 


Total  appro- 

Disburse- 

Personal  Service — Salaries  Regular 

priation 

ments 

Balance 

Administration  

$10,020  00 

$9,883  66 

$136 

34 

Industries  

2,000  00 

1,666  60 

333 

40 

Designing  and  buying 

3.000  00 

2.250  00 

750 

00 

Employment  and  organization  

5.000  00 

2,943  36 

2.056 

64 

Field  agents  

3.000  00 

2,687  50 

312 

50 

Home  teaching  

12,000  00 

10,330  00 

1,670 

00 

4,620  00 

4,620  00 

Personal  Service — Temporary 

Temporary  employment,  including 

guide  service  

10,750  00 

8.845  83 

1,904 

17 

$50,390  00 

$43,226  95 

$7,163 

05 

Maintenance  and  Operation 

Printing  and  advertising : 

General  

$3,300  00 

$1,651  29 

$1,648 

71 

Departmental  reports  

200  00 

85  74 

114 

26 

Equipment,  supplies  and  materials  . . 

4,200  00 

3,298  S2 

901 

18 

Traveling  expenses  

15.000  00 

9.720  74 

5,279 

26 

Communication  

2,600  00 

1,920  88 

679 

12 

Fixed  charges  and  contributions  

4.400  00 

1,107  43 

3,292 

57 

Rent  

2.400  00 

2,400  00 

Expenses  of  taking  census 

2^000  00 

1,427  23 

572 

77 

$34,100  00 

$21,612  13 

$12,487  87 

CHAPTER  397,  LAWS  OF  1922  — PART  II 

Maintenance  and,  Operation 

Rent  

$539  76 

$44  07 

$495  69 

Recapitulation 

Total  appro- 

Disburse- 

Chapter  176,  Laics  1921,  Part  I 

priation 

ments 

Balance 

Personal  service  

$50,390  00 

$43,226  95 

$7,163 

05 

Maintenance  and  operation  

34,100  00 

21.612  13 

12,487 

87 

$84,490  00  $64,839  08  $19,650  92 

Chapter  397,  Laws  1922,  Part  II 

Maintenance  and  operation  539  76  44  07  495  69 


$85,029  76 


$64,883  15 


$20,146  61 


CAPITAL  FUND 

(In  accordance  with  Chapter  415,  Laws  1912) 


STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FROM  JULY  i,  1921 

TO  JUNE  30,  1922 

RECEIPTS 


Balance  in  hank  July  1,  1921 

Sale  of  materials  (raw  and  manufac- 
tured) : 

New  York  office  

Rochester  shop  

Sales  throughout  New  York  State 


Sale  of  old  equipment  

Refund  of  Rochester  shop  suspense  fund 

Miscellaneous  refund  

Interest  on  hank  balance  

Gifts  and  bequests  


$12,0S2  09 


$1,518  07 
298  43 
3,S32  70 

$5,649  20 

90  50 

1,500  00 

10 

442  85 

546  09 

S,22S  74 


$20,310  83 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Raw  material  purchased $1,486  45 

Manufactured  articles  purchased  219  02 

Payments  to  home  workers  1,048  66 

Instruction  of  blind  13  17 

Sundry  consignors,  consigned  goods  sold  1,649  00 

Supplies  22  23 

Miscellaneous  expense  6 12 

Gifts  and  bequests  684  64 

$5,129  29 

Balance  in  bank  June  30,  1922  (including  gifts  and 
bequests)  15,181  54 


$20,310  83 


GENERAL  BALANCE  SHEET  AS  OF  JUNE  30,  1922 


ASSETS 


Current  assets: 

Cash,  general  industries $4,322  94 

Cash,  Rochester  shop 10,858  60 


Petty  cash  fund — general  industries 

Capital  Suspense  fund— general  industries.  . . . 
Accounts  receivable — 

general  industries  $167  32 

Accounts  receivable — - 

Rochester  shop  . . 1,365  72 

$1,533  04 
1,318  75 


$15,181  54 
200  00 
2.000  00 


Less  reserve  for  doubtful  accounts 


214  29 
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Inventories : 

Manufactured  articles — general 

industries  $4,005  84 

Less  reserve  for  depreciation  due 

to  market  conditions,  etc 1,355  28 

— — - $2,710  56 

Raw  material — general  industries  $2,959  97 

Less  reserve  for  depreciation  due 

to  market  conditions,  etc 9S6  66 

1,973  31 

Weaving  in  process  273  87 

4,957  74 

Fixed  Assets: 

Equipment  and  fixtures — general 

industries  $10,545  98 

Less  reserve  for  depreciation  and 

fire  loss 4,314  91 

$6,231  07 

Machinery  and  equipment — 

Rochester  shop  $1,004  08 

Less  reserve  for  depreciation  and 

and  fire  loss 801  06 

203  02 

6,434  09 


$28,987  66 


LIABILITIES  AND  SURPLUS 


Gifts  and  bequests: 

General  $150  32 

Special  41  41 


Surplus : 

General  industries  $17,6S7  34 

Rochester  shop  11,108  59 


$191  73 


28,795  93 


$28,987  66 


GIFTS  AND  BEQUESTS 

(In  Accordance  with  Chapter  302,  Laws  1917) 

STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FROM  JULY  i,  1921 

TO  JUNE  30,  1922 


RECEIPTS 

Balance  in  bank  July  1,  1921 $330  28 

Miscellaneous  Gifts  and  Bequests: 

Louis  Simmer  $40  00 

Marie  Wells 40  00 

Women’s  City  League  25  00 

Linda  Pray  4 00 

109  00 

Special  Gifts  and  Bequests: 

Donation  by  Stephen  C.  Clark  and  others  to 

cover  part  cost  of  model  newsstand $225  25 

Donation  received  for  special  case 133  86 


359  11 
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Repayment  of  advances  for  purchase  of  initial 
stock  of  blind  starting  in  business: 

Case  A — payment  in  part $30  00 

Case  B — payment  in  full 47  98 

77  98 


$876  37 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Miscellaneous  Gifts  and  Bequests: 

Part  payment  to  defray  cost  of  two  model 

newsstands  in  Utica,  N.  Y 

Initial  purchase  of  stock  for  newsstand  (to 

be  repaid)  

Initial  purchase  of  stock  for  newsstand  (to 

be  repaid)  

Purchase  of  magazines 

Initial  purchase  of  stock  of  sandwiches  for 
factory  stand  (to  be  repaid) 

Special  Gifts  and  Bequests : 

Payment  for  blind  pupil  for  railroad  fare  and 
maintenance  while  at  Cambridge,  Mass., 

undergoing  course  of  instruction 

Payment  to  blind  rug  weaver  for  weaving  rugs 

as  per  directions 

Payment  to  cover  part  cost  of  model  news- 
stand   


$200 

00 

34 

61 

47 

98 

1 

10 

20 

00 

$63  25 
92  45 
225  25 


Balance  in  bank,  June  30,  1922  (see  General  Balance  Sheet)  . . 


$303  69 


380  95 
191  73 


$876  37 


STATISTICS  ON  PREVENTIVE  WORK 

Classification  of  Cases  Referred 

Total  number  of  cases  referred  during  year 1,293 


SOURCE 


Manhattan  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  301 

Brooklyn  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital  547 

Syracuse  Free  Dispensary  445 


DIAGNOSIS 

Conjunctiva : 

Acute,  Follicular,  Catarrhal,  Purulent,  etc 

Gonorrheal  Ophthalmia  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Trachoma  

Keratitis: 

Tubercular,  Phlyctenular,  Interstitial,  Ulcerative,  etc.... 

Ulcer  of  Cornea } 

Abrasion  and  Burns  of  Cornea f 

Pterygium  

Opacities  of  Cornea 1 

Macula  of  Cornea ) 


170 

10 

14 

66 

212 

75 

8 

38 


1,293 
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Conjunctiva  — Continued: 

Iritis  (not  classified)  32 

Iridocyclitis  19 

Cataracts : 

Senile,  Congenital,  Traumatic,  Polar,  etc 149 

Glaucoma  (acute  and  chronic) 65 

Choroiditis  20 

Sympathetic  Ophthalmia  12 

Cyclitis  4 

Strabismus  72 

Nystagmus  16 

Myopia  74 

Detached  Retina  15 

Optic  Atrophy  52 

Retinitis  (not  classified) 20 

Phthisis  Bulbi  10 

Glioma  1 

Panophthalmitis  4 

Optic  Neuritis  .. 8 

Refraction  (not  classified) 94 

Blind  when  referred 50 


RESULTS  OBTAINED 

Cured  after  treatment 

Improved  after  treatment 

Referred  to  N.  Y.  A.  for  the  Blind 

Referred  to  the  Brooklyn  Bureau  of  Charities 

Referred  to  Brooklyn  Headquarters  for  the  Blind 

Referred  to  Brooklyn  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind ' ’ 

Referred  to  State  Department  of  Education 

Referred  to  State  Department  of  Health 

Referred  to  N.  Y.  State  Commission  for  the  Blind....!... 

Referred  to  N.  J.  State  Commission  for  the  Blind 

Referred  to  N.  Y.  Institute  for  the  Blind !!! 

Referred  to  Jewish  Guild  for  Blind 

Ref ei led  to  Board  of  Education  City  Sight  Conservation 

Classes  

Referred  to  other  hospitals 

Referred  to  Department  of  Public  Welfare ! . 

Referred  to  City  School  Nurses 

Referred  to  School  Nurses  (out  of  City) ..!.....!!!!! 

Referred  to  Charity  Organization  Society 

Referred  to  Home  Teachers 

Referred  to  State  School — Batavia 

Referred  to  Children’s  Aid  Society .!..!. 

Died,  moved,  not  found,  etc 

Under  observation  and  treatment 


201 

383 

75 

56 

26 

6 

25 

7 

10 

3 

7 

3 

24 

13 
11 

9 

14 

3 

20 

9 

4 

52 

332 


1,293 


One  thousand  four  hundred  fifty-nine  visits  were  made  to  homes  and  co-op- 
erating agencies  by  three  nurses.  Counties  visited  outside  of  New  York  and 
yracuse,  were  Suffolk,  Nassau,  Albany,  Cattaraugus,  Yates,  Allegany,  Chau- 
tauqua, Ontario,  Seneca,  Orange,  Dutchess,  Westchester  and  Erie. 


